
West Pine Laclede Neighborhood Association 
Northwest Coffee 7 PM
November 11th, 2025
General Assembly Meeting Minutes


CALL TO ORDER 7:08 pm	

President; Harold Karabell
Karabell52@gmail.com 

	
Vice President: Dug Feltch
bkmarionnettes@charter.net
							
Treasurer: Terry Werner				
terryfwerner@gmail.com 

Secretary: Nicole Ewing
postonni@gmail.com 


GUEST SPEAKER(S)

Forks and Farms 					              Dave	
Dave spoke briefly about Forks and Farms eatery and plant nursery. They are currently housed at Northwest Coffee on Laclede and have multiple varieties of plants for sale. You can ask about their establishment at Northwest and purchase a plant to take home! Dave asks for folks to follow their page on Instagram @forksandfarms and keep an eye out for updates and new potential locations! 
Michael Butler						Recorder of Deeds, City of St. Louis	
Mr. Butler’s office is located at St. Louis City Hall and is responsible for keeping and recording land deeds, birth and death records and city archives. He was first elected over 7 years ago to this office and is running for reelection in August of 2026. He has worked over the last 7 years to improve their office’s website. The website has been redesigned, and you can now find all above named deeds and records online and you no longer need to visit city hall in person for these records. He is currently working to make sure land deeds are available to be completed and submitted online as well. His office at city hall has been newly renovated into the Recorder’s Assistance Center at city hall and is proud that there are now minimal wait times for obtain the records you may be looking for. He is looking to expand renovations to more offices at city hall, by combining main spaces and consolidating various departments into new, more efficient spaces. He is also working on streamlining property fraud by checking false notaries and triple checking all records to eliminate property fraud by requiring both parties in office for in person transactions. In addition, since the May 16th tornado, he has worked to consolidate those property reporting documents and processes and is hoping to get new policies and procedures into state law. He is working on scanning all documents and getting them stored on online databases for ease of access as well. His office does take in liens to assist in avoiding mortgage fraud in the city and is proud to report that they have had no complaints of fraud in the last several years. 

A neighbor asked Mr. Butler about tax abatement eligibility. Mr. Butler communicated that if you’re looking to find out if you’re eligible for a tax abatement on a property, you can visit the Assessor’s office online or in person at city hall. If you suspect squatters in an abandoned house, you can call the CSB, or Ron Coleman, our Neighborhood Improvement Specialist or can call the Building Commissioner’s office. You can also go to the Assessor’s website to find the public or private owner of a particular property.
Lastly, he communicates that he has truly enjoyed his time in office and is passionate about continuing improvements to the Recorder of Deeds Office is asking for support with his reelection campaign in August of 2026.
			
Review and approve October 2025 Minutes- The October minutes were posted online and sent out with the monthly announcement. Harold asked for a motion to accept the minutes. Treasurer Terry made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by Katie who was in attendance. All in favor, motion passes. 

9th WARD ALDERMAN REPORT	Michael Browning
	browningm@stlouis-mo.gov 

Alderman Browing was not in attendance but gave the following report for Harold to communicate to the group. Schlafly Brewery is hosting a public meeting discussion this Thursday, the 13th from 4:30-6:30 pm to discuss traffic calming measures on Lindell. City planning will be in attendance to answer questions. No formal presentation or question submission is needed, and neighbors can show any time from 4:30-6:30 to get information, ask questions, and have input on traffic calming in our area. Paper maps will be available for view.




NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION UPDATES

Treasurer 								Terry Werner
Update on financials:
     Checking: $1,997.68
     Savings: $1,359.35
     Time Deposit (business CD): $4,529.12

There were several expenses in October, one being National Night Out. He is waiting on approx. 1,500 that is supposed to be reimbursed from the Southeast Business District. They have the invoice from Terry but is waiting for reimbursement. 
Organization dues are due in March /April, so please be aware of this renewal. You can pay in cash, check or Venmo. Please include name and address if paying via Venmo @wplna
Terry and his wife are championing a new support effort to benefit the children of Bethlehem. They have their own local honey for sale, from a hive on their property with a portion on sales going to the Children of Palestine. They are also helping in fundraising efforts by promoting with a local Palestinian dance group, who are putting on an upcoming show, sponsored by the St. Louis Friends of Bethlehem. This dance group will be performing at the Purser Center and Logan University on Jan. 10th, 2026, from 6-8 pm with all funds going to humanitarian efforts for the children of Palestine. Attached to this post is a flyer where you can find more information and purchase tickets to attend or donate. Sponsors of this performance are The St. Louis Friends of Bethlehem and the St. Louis Regional Arts Commission (RAC). You can Contact Terry for further information. 

NEW AND ON-GOING BUSINESS
*A neighbor, Sue and Paul are asking for volunteers at local food banks, as they are currently overrun with requests for support. There is a food bank at Trinity church on Euclid and encourage neighbors to visit, donate food, or help at food pantries with food distribution. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Beautification Committee Chair	Lorraine Simpson 
	lorraineline@msn.com

Lorraine announced that she is stepping down as the Beautification Chair. She is currently traveling a lot between here and Chicago and taking time to be with her grandchildren. She is looking for a replacement for her position and is asking for neighbors to step up and fill her shoes in this role. She is asking for a 2nd volunteer to support in beautification to be a liaison between our organization and local businesses in our area to partner with and assist with beautification and wants local business buy in. She is looking for someone to report on how helpful, or lack of help local business owners are in keeping their businesses, parking lots, and surrounding bushes and trees well kept.
She thanks the organization for helping her in this previous endeavor and encourages anyone to wants to help to contact Harold or Terry. She also has some garden and lawn tools she is happy to pass down to help in this effort. She can answer any questions you might have and encourages anyone who may be interested to contact her.  Volunteers may also take on beautifying the neighborhood and submitting grants for flowers, greenery and irrigation systems. The people that step into this role may also be responsible for reporting beautification issues or broken infrastructures to the neighborhood organization and CSB. 
Lorraine also suggests that an additional person volunteer to compile a list of contact information from surrounding HOAs, management companies, and rentals so that our association has a contact person if the appearance of the property or business gets out of hand. She thanks all of the volunteers who have helped her in beautification and keeping the neighborhood beautiful! She greatly appreciates the labor of love, especially after COVID, and knows our neighborhood wouldn’t be what it is without all of amazing volunteers over the years! 

Development Committee Chair	Dan Hellmuth
	dhellmuth@hellmuth-bicknese.com
· Not in attendance; nothing new to report

Neighborhood Improvement Specialist			 Ron Coleman 
								 colemanron@stlouis-mo.gov

· Not in attendance; nothing new to report

Security Liaison 	Open position

Block Captains: 
4100-4200 Laclede: Dug Feltch (314) 531-3313
4300 Laclede: Scott Gilbert (314) 406-3536
4100-4200 West Pine: open position
4300 West Pine: open position	

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next General Meeting: December 9th, 2025 @7pm @Northwest Coffee. Meeting adjourned at 7:43pm.
