Northwest Coffee 7 PM
October 13, 2026
General Assembly Meeting Minutes
 
CALL TO ORDER: 7PM
President; Harold Karabell     
karabell52@gmail.com

Vice President: Dug Feltch (NOT IN ATTENDANCE and no report)      
bkmarionnettes@charter.net
 
Treasurer; Terry Werner    
terryfwerner@gmail.com                       
                                                                         
Secretary: Nicole Ewing     
postonni@gmail.com
 
GUEST SPEAKERS

None

NEW AND ON-GOING BUSINESS
Review and approve September 2026 Minutes-
Harold requests a motion to approve October minutes. Katie Eyestone makes a motion, which was seconded by Terry Werner.
All in favor; motion passes by consensus.

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION UPDATES
 Treasurer            
Terry Werner

Update on financials:
     Checking: $3778.21
     Savings: $1360.44
     Time Deposit (business CD): $4554.08
If you are new to the neighborhood, we appreciate your support by contributing to the organization by paying yearly dues. Yearly dues can be made by check, online, or via Venmo @WPLNA. If you pay via Venmo, please list your address and name in your payment.
*ANNUAL DUES are $25 per adult (Ex: a family of 4 with two adults would pay $50 total). You can pay via check written out to WPLNA, online at our website https://westpinelaclede.com/ or via Venmo @WPLNA. If you pay via Venmo, please list your address and name in your payment. If you have any questions about paying dues, please reach out to Nicole or Terry. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS
Beautification Committee Chair                  
Katie Eyestone 
 Neighborhood Cleanliness – Our Grab ‘n Gab crew has grown to 13 steady members. We’ve got the capacity now to do more frequent litter pickups and to cover Lindell. We hope you have noticed the sustained effort and improvement. If you are interested in joining, please text Katie at 720-231-4678. 
The Special Business District (SBD) funded 9 new black metal trash cans for our neighborhood; this style is preferable to the traditional concrete bins, which are smaller and do not have lids. The new trash bins were installed within the last month. Five will replace concrete trash cans and four are newly located (one at Sarah and West Pine, two on Forest Park Avenue near bus stops, and one more at Newstead and Laclede).  
A big win in the last month related to litter is that Walgreens relandscaped their property all along Lindell, removing large bushes that trapped trash and were used as a trash repository. They left the large, beautiful trees and they look much better and is now night and day in terms of litter pickup along their Lindell fence and sidewalk. This change resulted from months of discussion with the Walgreens manager, who has been a phenomenal partner. Walgreens is also working to expand their Monday through Friday midnight parking lot sweeping to include weekends as well. Please consider shopping at Walgreens on Lindell to help ensure it remains a viable business. 
The Grab ‘n Gab team is going to be recognizing certain area businesses, apartment/condo buildings and even, potentially, individuals within our boundaries who are excellent at picking up their properties or otherwise contributing to litter clean up. We are creating these certificates now and they will be awarded in the next couple of months. 
We are having our fall alley cleanup on Saturday, November 14, with coffee and donuts at Northwest Coffee at 8:30 am and work starting at 9 am. Brightside STL will provide our tools and supplies. We will clean the alleys between a) Lindell and West Pine and b) West Pine and Laclede. We need at least 12 volunteers for this effort and Katie would like about half the group to be men if possible. We cannot rely on the Grab ‘n Gab team for the alley cleanup; we need more and different volunteers from the neighborhood. Katie will put up flyers in the neighborhood in a couple of weeks to promote this event. If interested, please text Katie at 720-231-4678 or email at keepWPLclean@gmail.com. 
It’s fall and the leaves are falling. It would be incredibly helpful if the monthly street sweeping was as effective as possible, meaning cars need to be removed on the designated street-sweeping days so the leaves can be swept up. It would be helpful to have volunteers put out orange cones and signs on the appropriate streets before the street-sweeping days. WPLNA can provide cones and signs. We’re particularly interested in doing this on our interior streets (West Pine and Laclede). If you are willing to volunteer to do this, please text Katie. 
Neighborhood Medians. This year, we will likely spend $400-500 weeding the bricked medians at Newstead and Laclede. This is not a very productive use of our dues and Katie has been looking for a long-term solution to mitigate or remove this cost. The SBD is researching the cost to add weed liner and sand beneath the brick in this median.  Katie is optimistic the SBD will be willing to fund this improvement and will learn more at the SBD meeting next week. 
The SBD has already approved Pretty City’s taking over the maintenance of the median at West Pine and Boyle, and Pretty City is already maintaining this location monthly. In the past, we were paying someone to weed this median as well, so this is another avoided maintenance cost for WPLNA. Pretty City focuses on native plants and over time this median planting will likely evolve in that direction. 
Neighborhood Holiday Decoration – Katie is not planning any neighborhood decorations for Halloween and is thinking ahead to the winter holidays. Katie envisions holiday decorating as an opportunity for broad neighborhood participation and engagement. For example, coffee, hot chocolate and donuts to kick things off followed by an early December Saturday with neighbors and business reps decorating throughout our neighborhood boundaries. Maybe someone has a golf cart and can drive around with refills for volunteers throughout the morning. She has put together a decorating design proposal for the Special Business District, seeking funding for streetlamp decorating (to be done through a local vendor with rented garlands, wreaths and bows), battery powered string lights for trees, and other low cost (but pretty) holiday décor for available pots and urns throughout the neighborhood. At the suggestion of Paul, Katie will present a few options to the SBD for funding, such as a “rent” versus “buy” option. There may also be the possibility of our getting access to the Central West End Neighborhood Association’s holiday décor storage locker, for a few things to borrow this year. (This is the neighborhood association focused on the retail area of Euclid and Maryland Plaza.) Katie asked if anyone had an objection to a red and white “peppermint” type of theme, with some green garlands, and there were none. If this sounds like fun to you, please put Saturday, December 5, on your calendar. 
Neighborhood Giving. Last, Katie asked if there was community interest – or lack of interest – in adding back the “food pantry stand” that used to be in place by the community garden at Boyle and Laclede. It was removed a couple of years ago because glass jars of donated goods were getting smashed, making a huge mess. In discussion of this topic at the meeting, it was mentioned there were additional issues such as continual associated littering, folks hoarding supplies from the pantry box, etc. The prevailing view at the meeting is that this is a well-intentioned but bad idea. Katie suggested we take a month to consider whether there is something else we’d like to do as a community for folks in need during the holidays. Sue Nauert suggested perhaps purchasing Walgreens gift certificates that the manager there could hand out, at her discretion, to folks who visit Walgreens without the ability to pay (she had mentioned this situation occurs frequently.) 

Development Committee Chair                                                                                     Dan Hellmuth
dhellmuth@hellmuth-bicknese.com
·       Nothing new to report
9th WARD ALDERMAN REPORT                                                                             Michael Browning browningm@stlouis-mo.gov
 No new developments in the area
Event tonight honoring city employees was appreciated

Alice Thomas asked about train horns: 
Quiet Zones were suspended after 18 years of warnings that we are out of compliance; 
City doing everything they can to rectify this.  ALL striping has been updated.  Signs are being put up at this time. Working on the two busiest corridors first.  Trains will be silenced as each corridor is complete.  Estimate that it will be completed before December.  

The communication problem that caused the suspension of the quiet zones will also be addressed. 


Clayton Avenue Building is torn down and will be gravel lot for now.  Owned by a responsible owner who will watch it. Greenway will eventually come through there.

Katie E asked about a Follow up on treasurer’s report regarding Cortex parking in our neighborhood. Browning says that parking continues to be a challenge throughout the city and we need a different approach. He will follow up with treasurer.  

Guest passes were mailed to residents along Laclede where residents buy parking passes.

Sue N asked about the bill that is being discussed where more money could be allocated to North City. 
Bill Equitable Ward Capital - Alderman is discussing this.  Browning says a lot of what’s being funded within this bill shouldn’t be.  Need to move from wards where funds are divided like pie to a centralized system to address priority needs.  

Browningstl.com to see October Policy newsletter regarding the upcoming election.  

Neighborhood Improvement Specialist  
Ron Coleman colemanron@stlouis-mo.gov
Walgreens is cooperating well with the police department to catch the crime in the store  
The properties where there was a shooting in the alley on West Pine, have been sold to a silver-living community.  

4215 W Pine vacant property has been approved for demolishment. 

Call CSB if a streetlight is out
Call Ameren for alley lights (see # on pole)

Mark Skornia asked about the pod left in the street in front of 4225 West Pine over 9 weeks. Ron will call the company and see if they have a permit. 

Katie Eyestone asked about the opening of the All R&B restaurant at Laclede and Sarah. Ron said the liquor license was granted last week.

 
Security Liaison		 Open position
Nothing new to report

Block Captains 

4100-4200 Laclede: Dug Feltch (314) 531-3313
4300 Laclede: open position
4100-4200 West Pine: Teresa Meier (314) 973-1097
4300 West Pine: open position                                                                                            
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Terry Werner: 

Halloween Hoot bicycle tour (see flyer) at Bellefontaine Cemetery (see flyer)
Local Honey available at 4121 West Pine for $9/jar

Next General Meeting: Nov 10 @7pm @Northwest Coffee. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
